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Hello and Greetings from Child ALERT
Hello and Greetings from Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ). Having
travelled and worked around the world over the past 29 years I
feel blessed and honoured to be a part of the Child ALERT team.
This is my fourth month and I have met with some incredible
people who are committed to the fight against commercial sexual
exploitation of children (CSEC) in this lovely country. I have
met with researchers from the University of Auckland, leaders
of Para-organizations, the local police, Department of Internal
Affairs and the New Zealand Immigration teams and I am truly
encouraged to be a part of this network at a National level.

through strategic networks and partnerships, pro-actively
approaching key stakeholders in the community and together
create awareness amongst schools, local politicians, centres of
faith and other key stakeholders.
Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) will strategically reach out across
New Zealand with your help in rallying communities and
its local leaders to fight this challenge of commercial sex
exploitation of our children through pornographic sites on our
home computers and through their hand held smart phones.
Statistics show that 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will have been
sexually exploited by their 19th birthday. Each day there are
over 50,000 clicks on pornography sites from New Zealand.
I personally believe it is a season for action by equipping and
mobilising key stakeholders across our country.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each one of you
who have, over the years, supported, encouraged and given to
Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ). We have done some great work
under the leadership of Alan Bell, Interim Manager Debbi
Tohill and our Office Manager Ling Jiang. I am committed to
the vision and mission of Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) and will How you could help
continue to build and strengthen the on-going good work.
We are committed to lead this season with a sense of purpose
and commitment. You could help by introducing us to your
Envisioning our Future
local church/ faith centre or school leadership, the giving of
Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) will continue to be a catalyst your time, your financial gifting and or introduce us to a friend
or colleague.
I am committed to come, present and lead a workshop at your
workplace and show how your organisation/ church/ faith
centre or your community group could become a part of this
fight against commercial sex exploitation of children. Your
action to advocate on behalf of children creates a safety-net
for our children and helps build community resilience towards
CSEC.

On behalf of the team I thank you and look forward to hearing
back from you.

Warren Ferdinandus
Director of Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ)

Tax Certificate/donation receipt
Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) is always grateful for all donations
generously made to us and we have tried our best to receipt
them in a timely manner. But there are circumstances
donations were made via online banking leaving no proper
contact for us to receipt to. If you have donated to Child
ALERT (ECPAT NZ) but have not received your tax certificate
or donation receipt for the past 2014/15 year, please do not
hesitate to contact us at office@ecpat.org.nz or ring 09 376
5252, we will be happy to help.

Yours sincerely,
Warren

Claim & Donate ?

TAX TIME IS HERE !

You are now entitled to
claim a rebate for 33.33% of
your charitable donations you may like to claim and
donate the savings to Child
ALERT (ECPAT NZ) ?
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Working together for Children

Our Vision, Mission and Values

Two new guidelines for agencies and organisations working with
children have been launched by Social Development Minister Anne
Tolley in Hamilton in March 2015.

The Board of Trustees of Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) has recently
reviewed and updated our Vision, Mission and Values.

Initiatives introduced including standard safety checking of
the children’s workforce and child protection policies.

Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) works for a world that no longer
tolerates the sexual exploitation of children.

Safer Recruitment, Safer Children is being released in advance
of changes in the Vulnerable Children Act 2014 to have
standard safety checking. It provides good practice advice for
organisations on selecting safe people to work with children.

Our Mission:

Safety checking practices are being developed to make it
easier to identify the small number of people who are a risk to
children they work with.
The first safety checking requirement: that all new core workers
entering the children’s workforce will be safety checked to the
new standard.
The second set of guidelines developed for the children’s
workforce is Safer Organisations, Safer Children. These
guidelines are designed to support organisations that employ
children’s workers to develop child protection policies.
Child protection policy requirements
are already required in law and
government agencies are
working with their sectors
to implement these, with
the support of the new
guidelines.

Our Vision:

Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) coordinates and participates in
collaborative national and international programmes to ensure
that children everywhere enjoy their fundamental rights and
have security from all forms of commercial sexual exploitation.
Our Values:
• Respectful approaches mindful of the dignity of every
individual.
• The rights of children is central
• Honesty, transparency and accountability
• Fair and equitable relationships

Customs increase staff to deal with
rise in online child abuse images
An operation that snared four New Zealanders in an online
child-abuse-imagery ring along with a steady rise in offending
has prompted Customs to nearly double the number of staff
dedicated to fighting the issue.
Recent UN research found there were one million clicks a day on
objectionable material around the world and the upward trend
has seen Customs push more resources into the area.

For more information,
please check www.
childrensactionplan.
govt.nz/

Who Are You? Toolkit
Who Are You? is a free toolkit that uses group exercises and
a short film to educate young people about the prevention of
sexual violence and ethical sexual decision making.
The toolkit can be used by educators to facilitate group
sessions that are fun and interactive, and build skills in
children and young people. It is easy to use and can be adapted
for different age groups or learning abilities.
The toolkit is suitable for over 15’s. www.whoareyou.co.nz

Customs manager of investigations Maurice O’Brien said the
two dedicated officers who worked on child exploitation would
likely become 3.5 this year, joining the wider team of the Customs
Investigation Unit.
“As we dig deeper and deeper, the level of seriousness and
depravity, even for us it’s eye opening,” he said.
Mr O’Brien paid tribute to his staff who he described as “very
committed” but he was keen to warn people the problem was
not going away.
“I don’t want to scare people but to me awareness of the
seriousness and the depravity of some of the imagery that’s
circulating around the world is very important.”
Source: NZ Herald News, March 2015

Travel industry’s role in ending sexual exploitation of children
In March this year, ECPAT International
and the Association of British Travel
Agencies (ABTA) organised a consultation
to learn from travel agencies in the UK
what they believe their role is and should
be to end sexual exploitation of children
in travel and tourism. The consultation
took place in London and was organised
in the framework of the Global Study.
Marc Joly, the newly appointed General
Manager of The Code of Conduct (The
Code of Conduct for The Protection of
Children from Sexual Exploitation in
Travel and Tourism), gave a short update
on the developments of the participants
discussed the Code of Conduct and other

tools to address the issue.

The travel industry remains engaged
to end sexual exploitation of children
in travel and tourism but it became
apparent that there is a need for an impact
assessment of the interventions of the
industry which will help direct future
decisions.

During the discussion it became clear that
the opinions on the responsibility and
liability of the travel industry were not
congruent and sufficiently clear. Asides
from adherence to The Code of Conduct
the industry identified other possibilities
to help end sexual exploitation of children Source: ECPAT International, April 2015
in travel and tourism. The travel industry
is in principle willing to lobby with
governments to address the issue better,
but they feel that – in order to do so –
there is a need for clear maps and graphics
on the incidence of the issue in different
countries.
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Girls as young as seven in explicit videos online
Report by Internet Watch Foundation
and Microsoft finds younger and younger
children appearing in naked images and
videos on the web, including sexually explicit
material.
A “disturbing trend” of young children
appearing in sexually explicit videos and
images online has been revealed by new
research.

And an overwhelming majority of the acts featured a girl aged about 12.
content – 93 per cent – featured girls rather
“In some instances it was clear that the children
than boys.
depicted were aware and intended that the
One video of “extremely sexually explicit” content they were creating should appear
on public internet sites,” said the report.
In some cases the material was secretly
recorded on internet video calling services
and then posted by a third party.
“Of particular concern is that the young
people depicted took no steps to conceal
their identity or location, even in many cases
using their real names.”

Children as young as seven appear naked
in content on the internet which has been
posted by themselves or surreptitiously
recorded by a third party, the study found.

Nine out of 10 of the explicit videos and
images were created using a webcam, usually
on a home computer, which the study said
challenged the traditional view of such
content being produced on mobile phones.

This new research identified nearly 4,000
images and videos in a snapshot covering
three months last autumn.
Of those, 667 (17.5 per cent) featured children
who were 15 years old or younger and of
those 286 were thought to be under 10.

Source: The Telegraph News, March 2015

5 Tips to protect your Child from Sexual Abuse
The following five safety tips focus on right to speak up if they are uncomfortable, of childhood sexual abuse. Know what to
practical things parents can do to protect or if someone is touching them. It’s okay look for, and the best way to respond.
children from sexual abuse.
to say “no” even to adults they know and Physical warning signs:
family members.
1. Talk
Talk often with your child & set a tone of
openness. Talking openly and directly will
let your child know that it’s okay to talk to
you when they have questions. If your child
comes to you with concerns or questions,
make time to listen and talk to them.

4. Implement

• Difficulty walking or sitting
• Bleeding, bruises or swelling in genital
area
• Frequent urinary or yeast infections

Implement Internet safety protocols, and
parental controls through platforms such
as the Google Family Safety Centre. Work Behavioural warning signs:
with older children to set guidelines for
• Inappropriate sexual knowledge
who they can talk to online, and what
• Inappropriate sexual behaviour
information can be shared. For instance,
• Overly protective and concerned for
2. Teach
be cautious when leaving status or
siblings, assumes a caretaker role
Teach your child key safety principles. For away messages online and when using
Common Reactions:
instance:
the “check-in” feature on Facebook or
• Withdraw, depression, sleeping & eating
• Teach children the names of their Foursquare.
disorders, phobias, school problems,
body parts so that they have the 5. Educate
anxiety, guilt, self-mutilation
language to ask questions and express
Source: www.rainn.org
Educate
yourself
about
the
warning
signs
concerns about those body parts.
• Let your children know that if someone
is touching them or talking to them in
ways that make them uncomfortable
that it shouldn’t stay a secret.
3. Empower
Your child should know that s/he has the

ECPAT International Celebrating the first 25 years
In May 2015, ECPAT International will be commemorating its 25th
anniversary.

To mark the date, this year, 25 years to the date, the ECPAT
international Board of Trustees will symbolically reconvene at
The date has been chosen in remembrance of the consultation the Chiang Mai YMCA, where the original event had taken place.
“Caught in Modern Slavery - Tourism and Child Prostitution On May 5th ECPAT International also plans on launching the
in Asia”, organized in Chiang Mai on May 1-5 1990 by the ECPAT History book (working title: ECPAT – The First 25 years)
Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism.
accompanied or followed by a web-based expanded version,
The Chiang Mai 1990 Consultation concluded with the for which contributions from our members and friends are
establishment of the International Campaign to End Child especially welcome.
Prostitution in Asia Tourism (ECPAT), which is the reason why If you want to have more information, please feel free to contact
it can be considered as the official birthday of our organization info@ecpat.net
and network.
Source: ECPAT International, April 2015

Thanks to Soroptimist NZ
Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) has been very grateful for the generous
donations of a total of $10,050.80 received from Soroptimist NZ
which have allowed us to produce 19 email newsletters and two
hard copy editions over the last two-year period.
Our newsletter allows us to raise awareness of issues, events and
news in the area of CSEC in both New Zealand and overseas.
The growing area of the availability of child sex images readily
available on the internet will be a key focus of Child ALERT
(ECPAT NZ)’s advocacy efforts in the future.
We are extremely delighted with the decision of the Soroptimist
NZ general meeting held recently that the partnership between
Soroptimist NZ and Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) will be continued
for another two years. As a small NGO, we rely heavily on grants
and donations as we receive very little government funding. We
look forward to this continued relationship and would like to
thank Soroptimist NZ once again for their very generous support
of our cause.
Soroptimist International is a global movement of women, with
members belonging to more than 3,000 clubs in 126 countries/
territories. The theme “Soroptimists - Educate to Lead” with a
focus on Education, Enable and Empower provides opportunities
for members to improve the lives of women and girls worldwide.

Human traffickers may face life sentence
under UK’s tough new slavery bill
Human traffickers may face life imprisonment under a British
law passed designed to crack down on modern-day slavery,
one of a raft of measures designed to lead the way in
combating the $150billion-a-year industry.
It’s estimated there are 13,000 victims of forced labour, sexual
exploitation and domestic servitude in Britain.
The modern slavery bill, passed on 25th March this year- the
UN day of remembrance for victims of slavery, increases the
maximum jail sentence for traffickers to life – it was previously
14 years – and allows the authorities to seize traffickers’
assets and force them to pay compensation to their victims.
It also brings in measures to protect people feared at risk of
being enslaved and requires businesses to disclose what action
they have taken to ensure their supply chains are free of slave
labour.
The law was passed amid concerns that not enough is being
done to stop slavery, with estimates that as many as 36 million
people worldwide are being used, bought, sold or transported
for exploitation. (to be continued)

Source: Child ALERT (ECPAT NZ) News, April 2015
We would like to express our
sincere thanks to Soroptimist
NZ for its generous donations
to enable the publication of our newsletters.

Several other countries have introduced life imprisonment for
human traffickers, but Britain’s home secretary has said the UK
legislation will be among the first of its kind.
Campaigners working on issues as diverse as child exploitation
and supply chain transparency welcomed the modern slavery bill.
Source: The Guardian News, UK, March 2015
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