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A note from the Interim General Manager
It has been a privilege to join the
small but committed team of ECPAT
Child ALERT Trust as Interim General
Manager. ECPAT works to prevent
the commercial sexual exploitation of
children and is the only organisation in
New Zealand with this specific focus.

amount of work undertaken to scope
the project, interview and disseminate
a lot of information to make some clear
recommendations which we hope to be
able to act on in the future.

In a few short weeks I have met many
people working in this field and whilst
their views and focus are varied, there
is a shared passion to improve the lives
of people caught up in trafficking,
slavery, prostitution and pornography
to be assisted to live the most fulfilling
lives possible. Nowhere is this more
important than in protecting our
children. No child should be forced into
work, refused education, taken from
their parents, abused and affected for
life by the demand and cruelty of adults. donation to our work however small.
The voices of young people are important Be assured that this funding will ensure
and below is a short segment from one we are able to continue this valuable
of the young people interviewed for work.
“Speaking for Ourselves” - a series SYNERGY – University of Auckland
of interviews from New Zealand
children and young people involved in An enthusiastic group of students
from the University of Auckland have
commercial sexual exploitation.
recently delivered a proposal to ECPAT
ECPAT continues to make a stand for Child ALERT Trust to assist with future
these vulnerable children and young directions. Along with the ECPAT
people through education and advocacy. board, I wish to thank the Synergy
We need your support to continue this group for facilitating the process and
work and I ask you to consider making a acknowledge the students for the huge

The publication of this newsletter would
not be possible without the support of
the Soroptimists New Zealand whose
generous funding allows us to produce
twice yearly hard copy newsletters,
as well as several email versions. We
look forward to continuing our close
association with the Soroptimists NZ.

SOROPTOMISTS NZ

Survey on public perception of CSEC
A recent public perception survey
conducted by the University of
Auckland in partnership with ECPAT
Child ALERT has revealed that New
Zealanders are unaware of the extent
of commercial sexual exploitation of
children(CSEC) in New Zealand.
The online questionnaire was completed
by 407 New Zealanders in November of
2013. Analysis of the data revealed that
most respondents underestimated the
number of children exploited through
prostitution and sex abuse images (child
pornography).
Respondents suggested the need for
education, more awareness through
media, advertising and campaigns, as
well as harsher penalties for offenders,
as ways of better protecting New
Zealand children.
This research helps to confirm our belief
that New Zealanders are not aware of
the severity of issues of commercial
sexual exploitation of children in
our country. In order to address this
knowledge gap, ECPAT Child ALERT
recommends continuing work in
creating educational resources for use
not only in schools, but also in the
home, and different community spaces.

A copy of this report is available on
our website.
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The 2014 Prevent People Trafficking Conference
ECPAT Child ALERT Trust was pleased
to participate in the 2014 Prevent People
Trafficking Conference held at the Royal
New Zealand Police College this month
and organised by the Salvation Army,
New Zealand Police and Department of
Internal Affairs.
A range of interesting speakers provided
different perspectives on trafficking both
nationally and internationally.
The first keynote speaker, Detective
Inspector Kevin Hyland from the Special
Crime Directorate on Human Exploitation
and
Organised
Crime,
London
Metropolitan Police, reported on the
importance of adopting a victim-centred
approach and developing partnerships. He
emphasised that a person as a commodity
can be sold over and over again and that
there has been a huge increase in victims
in the last few years. He gave examples
of a 14 your old Nigerian girl who was
arrested for document offences including
identification as a 27 year old.
Elyana Thenu from the Canterbury
Indonesian Society spoke passionately
about the human face of exploitation and
work she has been doing with Indonesian
workers on Korean fishing ships.
Dr Patricia Kailola, Volunteer for Pacific
Dialogue and visiting Research Fellow,
Institute of Applied Sciences, University of
the South Pacific, Fiji, spoke about labour
usage of children in Fiji where children
are routinely involved in a number of

activities such as wheelbarrow boys, drug
peddling, begging, servitude, car wash,
bottle and scrap metal collecting, cane
cutting and other agricultural activities,
street selling of food, cigarettes and other
goods and prostitution.
With 40% of the Fijian population living
below the poverty line, family breakdown,
lack of education, unemployment and
internal migration (drift) are all problems
in Fiji.
“Children who are in employment do not
know of their rights and businesses that
employ these children (mainly car wash
bottle boys, garages) exploit the children
by not complying to OHS regulations
and labour laws, Children are still being
exploited at $0.80 to $0.90 per hour in this
day and age and work
up to 12 hours per day,
without a proper onehour lunch break.”

Statistics on internet usage and the wide
use of mobile devices and public wifi “hot
spots” are all contributing to an increased
use in child pornography and grooming
of young people. OCEANZ role is to
identify and protect the child victims and
the offenders. This involves liaison and
advice to district police and international
law enforcement agencies as well as
coordinating multi agency operations
and maintaining a covert presence on the
internet.
Current trends which OCEANZ have
identified are an increase in sexual
violence being depicted in images and
younger children being used (some as
young as two months).

Detective Senior Sgt
John Michael and
Senior Crime Analyst
Joanne Henderson
of OCEANZ (Online
Child
Exploitation
Across New Zealand)
gave a very interesting
presentation
on
“The Dark Side of
the Web: combating
exploitation
of
children online.”

Tireless champion for children’s rights passed away

Teacher council getting it right

Ron O’Grady, founder of ECPAT died on 25th February at the
age of 83 following a battle with cancer. Ron was a fearless
and determined advocate who managed to galvanise world
leaders and groups of activists to take a stand against the
sexual exploitation of children.
Through his work in Asia Ron was confronted in 1990 by
the staggering number of children being abused through
commercial sexual exploitation in Thailand and surrounding
countries. With a small band of helpers he set out to focus
world attention on the plight of vulnerable children. Initially
addressing children being sexually abused by tourists the
global organisation now works to prevent all forms of child
sex abuse including child prostitution, child pornography and
child trafficking.
Ron has been a tremendous driving
force with a determination to seek
justice and to defend the rights of
children. He has been an inspiration
to ECPAT and helped to make it
a well-respected child protection
agency that will now ensure that his
vision lives on.
If you are interested in ordering
Ron’s book, please contact the
ECPAT office at office@ecpat.org.nz
or ring 9-376 5252

Teachers Council announced in March that as from July 1st
all disciplinary hearings for teachers charged with serious
misconduct will be opened up to the public and media.
Speaking to the media, Teachers Council Director, Peter
Lind, was certain these changes would improve the current
situation and restore faith back into our schooling system.
This move comes in light of many cases of misconduct
and abuse surface in New Zealand schools. Under the new
rules, teachers who were caught offending would be made
accountable for their actions. The tribunal will still have the
power to close some parts of the hearings and suppress the
names in order to protect children. Suppression will only
be used to protect children, not the identity of the teacher.
Under the new rules, teachers who were caught offending
would be made accountable for their actions. The tribunal
will still have the power to close some parts of the hearings
and suppress the names in order to protect children. “The
main key is that the suppression will only be used to protect
children, not protect the identity of the teacher.”
We would like to express our
sincere thanks to Soroptimist
NZ for its generous donations
to enable the publication of our newsletters.
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International child sex ring busted
Six offenders were caught in the New Zealand operation
codenamed Operation Hyper.
Operation Hyper began last June when a referral by
Queensland police led to a Customs search warrant at the
home of a 41-year-old man in central Auckland.
Internal Affairs, police and Customs conducted warrants
in Auckland and in Levin. As a result, a 53 year old man of
Levin, arrested by NZ Police, was sentenced last October to
two years and five months’ imprisonment.
The central Auckland man charged by Customs for
possession and exportation is due to appear in court for
sentencing in March.

The Scourge of Child Trafficking
It is estimated that 4 million women and girls worldwide are bought and
sold each year either into marriage, prostitution or slavery. Over 1 million
children enter the sex trade every year.
Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC)
is increasing worldwide. There are several reasons.
These include increased trade across borders, poverty,
unemployment, low status of girls, lack of education
(including sex education) of children and their parents,
inadequate legislation, lack of or poor law enforcement
and the eroticization of children by the media, a
phenomenon increasingly seen in industrialised countries.

A 50-year-old North Shore man faces similar charges, laid
by Internal Affairs, and charges are yet to be laid against the
32-year-old Northland man.

Investing to protect our most
vulnerable children
The Government’s commitment to protecting children from
abuse and neglect has been further strengthened with $33.2
million in operating funding in 2014/15.
Budget 2014 commits $16.4 million in 2014/15 to continue
developing new ways of working together, implementing new
services and ensuring greater monitoring of at-risk children
and young people.
New funding of $3.2 million has been allocated for the
implementation of the Vulnerable Children’s Bill in 2014/15.
The Bill makes the heads of five government departments
accountable for protecting and improving the lives of vulnerable
children.
$13.7 million will be used to improve Child Youth and Family
services.
Minister Bennett said “We are putting millions of dollars into
child protection and services for vulnerable children because
we know serious abuse imposes enormous costs, both personal
and financial.”

The elimination of the CSEC around the world is a daunting
task, but one that is achievable if effective programs are put
in place. Only when this phenomenon is eliminated will we
be able to say that the world’s children are exercising their
right to a healthy and peaceful life.
ECPAT believes in addition to the determined efforts made
by law enforcement there is a need also for education
and public awareness about these issues. Convictions are
obviously required and ECPAT totally supports the measures
taken to track down offenders. It is true however that the
underlying cause has to do with attitudes, values and beliefs.
This is what drives the demand which in turn translates
into further victims being exploited to meet that demand.

Jailed for possessing and making child sex abuse movies
A 48 year old Tauranga man was jailed
on the 26th May for two years and two
months on multiple charges involving
child sexual abuse movies and other
images.

District Court said his offending
required a sentence of imprisonment. It
was clearly premeditated behaviour and
the community needed protection from
this type of offending.

Judge Thomas Ingram in the Tauranga An

Internal Affairs publications
inspector
discovered
the man downloading
movie and image files
from the Internet. He
was tracked to a Papamoa
Beach address where he
admitted collecting and
possessing objectionable
material.

males, had about 11,000 sexual image
files of girls ranging from seven through
to late teens and an extensive history
of seeking and acquiring child abuse
images and material.
Internal Affairs Community Safety
Manager, Steve O’Brien, said the
sentence was a warning to other similar
offenders who think they’re safe in the
confines of their home.

“People may think they’re anonymous
on the Internet but they should think
again,” he said. “We have demonstrated
we can track them down and get the
necessary evidence, despite best efforts
A search of his computer to conceal offending.
equipment revealed he
had made four DVDs “Trading or viewing child sex abuse
containing 26 movies of images is not passive offending, or a
girls between four and victimless crime, because it involves real
14 years old involved in children forced into degrading acts and
sexual activity with adult condones the abuse they suffer.”

ECPAT interviews newly
appointed UN Special Rapporteur
22 MAY 2014; BANGKOK, THAILAND: Ms. Maud De
Boer-Buquicchio, the newly appointed UN Human Rights
Council Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography said, ‘implementation of
child protection mechanisms requires strong collaboration
between all stakeholders’ in her recent exclusive talks with
ECPAT International.
“I’m proud of my
new mandate
but at the same
time humbled
because I know
it is a very
difficult job, a
very daunting
task, because
the demand  
covers three
very important
complex
&
interrelated issues [sale of children, child prostitution, and
child pornography], the new appointee said.
I’m eager to start and to achieve a tangible result of which the
children will benefit. That is of course the obvious purpose
of this mandate, to make a difference for the children in all
these areas.
Given the number of universal and regional legal provisions
and benchmarks we have for the protection of the rights of
children against sexual exploitation and abuses, “what really
matters is the implementation.
Implementation [of the existing benchmarks] requires
cooperation between all relevant actors, awareness raising
and education in this area.”
Ms. Maud applauded ECPAT International’s global
contribution in combating commercial sexual exploitation
saying that “I am very grateful and indebted to the work

of ECPAT International, because what ECPAT has done is
absolutely crucial, mainly to raise awareness and also to
denounce situations which are terribly wrong, and call for
relevant legislations to be amended.”

Don’t look away campaign
The Football World Cup started on 12th of June and it is
time for the ECPAT Network to remind tourists to respect
the rights of children during this festive event. More than
60 million children are living in Brazil and some researchers
estimate that up to 500,000 are involved in prostitution.
Over the last few months, the “Don’t look away” awareness
campaign, involving 15 countries, has been spreading
prevention messages in order to reduce the risk of child sex
tourism in Brazil.
With the support of the football player Kaká, among others,
ECPAT reminds potential tourists that once in Brazil, they
can report a potential case of child sexual abuse by calling
the 100 national number. In 2013, this hotline received more
than 35,000 calls about sexual violence against children.
In order to fight against the sexual exploitation of children in
tourism, many countries
have also adopted
extraterritorial
laws
so any traveller who is
convicted of sexually
abusing a minor abroad
may also be prosecuted
upon returning home.
Remember, don’t look
away and help us to
protect children and
check out this campaign
video featuring Kaká on
Youtube.
EI News May, 2014
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