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Kia ora, malo e lelei, talofa lava, ni sa bula, welcome to 2020!
It's going to be a busy year and we are getting straight to work as January is Human
Trafficking Awareness month. The first week of January has already reminded us that New
Zealand is not immune from trends affecting the rest of the world. Many of the challenges
we are grappling with know no borders and this is very true of child sexual exploitation.
Kiwi kids are hugely vulnerable to sexual exploitation, we've recently seen cases of high
profile New Zealanders charged with possession of exploitative material, and at ECPAT
Child Alert we've had increasing numbers of young people calling to talk about friends
participating in concerning online activity.

We need to be part of the solution. We're pleased to be entering 2020 on a high note with
the recent formation of a new cross-sector working group that brings together key NGOs
and government sectors working to end the sexual commercial exploitation of New
Zealand children. Reforming this group is a crucial step in improving the efficiency and
effectiveness of the work being done to address this horrific form of child abuse occurring
in New Zealand.

2020 will also see the New Zealand Government up for review by the United Nations
Committee on the Rights of the Child. ECPAT Child Alert is joining ECPAT International to
make a submission on New Zealand's current record on children's rights to ensure that
commercial sexual exploitation is raised as part of this reporting process. 

Eleanor Parkes
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Director ECPAT Child Alert
 

'Hidden in Plain Sight' 2019 Workshop Series

ECPAT Child Alert continues to provide training to frontline workers in New Zealand on the
issues of child sexual exploitation such as online sexual abuse imagery, survival sex, and
domestic trafficking.

Our 2019 workshop series "Hidden in Plain Sight: Ending Child Exploitation", gave 101-
level training to hundreds of frontline workers on how to identify and respond to suspected
cases of commercial sexual exploitation of children in New Zealand, with an additional
focus on digital exploitation and child sex abuse imagery.

Our 2020 workshop series begins on January 22 in Auckland. For registration and more
information visit ECPAT Child Alert, our Facebook page, Eventbrite or contact our
Engagement Facilitator Kristen Haines kristen@ecpat.org.nz

https://www.facebook.com/events/526045831595500/
https://www.ecpat.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/ecpatnz/
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/hidden-in-plain-sight-ending-child-sexual-exploitation-101-tickets-86758417763


NZ Government up for Review by the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child

 

We recently marked 30 years of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. This
was adopted in November 1989 ensuring that State parties would strive to preserve
the fundamental rights of the child. New Zealand is now coming up for review by this
committee which monitors the implementation of the Convention including the
Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography.

Learn more about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Committee
on the Rights of the Child here

Introducing Kristen Haines

https://ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx


We're pleased to welcome to the team Kristen Haines, our new Engagement Facilitator.
Kristen comes to us from Toronto, Canada and is currently completing her Masters in
Social Work at the University of Auckland with her research focusing on the experiences of
frontline professionals with domestic sexual exploitation in New Zealand.

Kristen has experience working frontline with victim services organisations and law
enforcement in Canada providing emergency and transitional supports to victims and
survivors of human trafficking, with a specific focus on sexual exploitation. 
 
"I am very excited to have the opportunity to be a part of an amazing team and
organisation and to share the goals of working towards combating the commercial
exploitation of children, both in New Zealand and internationally. I am looking forward to
what this next year has to bring" - Kristen.

ECPAT International Year in Review:
Success Stories



ECPAT International is ensuring the facts about child sexual exploitation reach the
public. In the last year, ECPAT International has increased their social media reach
by 68% and unique website visitors by 29%. 
In response to concern by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child
that States are failing to effectively implement the optional protocol to protect
children from sexual exploitation, an expert working group has collaborated with
ECPAT International to develop a new set of guidelines to give advice and examples
on effective implementation.Learn more about work with the guidelines here 

Experts from ECPAT International trained officers from INTERPOL, governments,
UN partners, academia, the private sector, and law enforcement officials from 20
countries. Learn more about the training here

Access the full Annual Report here

In the News

https://www.ecpat.org/news/opsc-guidelines-un-ecpat/
https://www.ecpat.org/news/training-police-preventing-child-sexual-exploitation/
https://www.ecpat.org/news/annual-report-18-19/


Photo: The Sydney Morning Herald

New Zealand businessman Sir Ron Brierley has been arrested and charged in relation to
possession of child sex abuse images on his computer. Brierley was arrested on
December 17, 2019 as he was boarding a plane at the Sydney Airport.

Access the full article here 
 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=12294884


A 58-year-old Timaru man is the first to be charged in New Zealand for importing a child
sex doll. The accused was also found to be in possession of publications in relation to the
sexual exploitation of children.

Access the full article here
 

October 1, 2019
Hamilton man, 51, jailed again for possession of child sexual abuse images 

October 5, 2019

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12271245
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12272424


Are tech giants turning a blind eye to child sexual abuse images?

October 16, 2019
Man jailed after child abuse images discovered in phone

December 2019
Auckland man who distributed child sex abuse imagery jailed 

December 1, 2019
Police criticise social media giants for lack of action over child sex abuse

December 11, 2019
Major global hotel brands accused of profiting from sex trafficking 

Please support our work by making a donation today
We rely on community-level funding and the generous donations of individuals to keep this
work going. Please support us in ending the sexual abuse of New Zealand children by
making a donation today. 
 

DONATE TODAY
 

Thank you all for your ongoing support and commitment to this work.
We wish you a wonderful new year from the team at ECPAT Child Alert.
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