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Kia ora, malo e lelei, talofa lava, ni sa bula,

Unimaginably, I am writing from the 8th day of a national lockdown. This pandemic crisis
has created fear of increased exploitation and an unpredictable social and
economic future; but it has also created opportunity and energy to find new ways to deliver
on ECPAT’s vision and purpose - working for a world that no longer tolerates the sexual
exploitation of children.  

Whilst our Director, Eleanor Parkes is on maternity leave, welcoming her beautiful son,
Kristen Haines has been working her socks off to deliver on our priorities and develop a
fantastic training resource to deliver online. We have also been involved in the
development of a cross-sector collaborative together with government agencies, Netsafe
and other community organisations concerned with the Commercial Exploitation of
Children (CSEC) and online sexual abuse material. We hope to share some of this work in
our next newsletter.
 
We are delighted to welcome Jordan Henare and Fiona Trevelyan to the ECPAT Board.
Their skills, experience and networks will be a valuable addition to our community. Please
have a look on the ECPAT website to find out more about them.

We can anticipate that the pandemic will make things increasingly difficult financially with
increased demand for ECPAT intervention at the same time that funding becomes more
difficult to secure due to competing priorities. Our future depends on us being able to step
up our fundraising through donations, grants and contracts. I am reaching out to you, our
community, for any support, connections or skills that you might be able to offer to our
fundraising efforts.

Kia Ora, be well, be safe

Lorna Murray
ECPAT Board Chair

Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic 

As with natural disasters and other humanitarian emergencies, the current novel
coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic creates new opportunities for the exploitation of
vulnerable people and communities. Children will be more vulnerable to sexual exploitation
during the crisis, specifically through online sexual abuse imagery as people move online
for education, employment, and social purposes. 

As self-isolation for extended time periods becomes normal through this pandemic,
children will be spending increased amounts of time on social media and gaming
platforms, potentially increasing vulnerability to grooming, exploitation, and victimisation
including cyberbullying and revenge porn.

What can we do? Remain vigilant. Be involved in children's online activities. Have the
conversation with children about what online safety looks like. Ask questions. Stay
informed. 

For more information on online safety please visit netsafe.org.nz or call 0508 NETSAFE.

What is the potential impact on those vulnerable to exploitation once this crisis eases? As
with other disasters, emergencies, and crises, the potential for an economic crises
raises, significantly increasing the likelihood of exploitation.  We anticipate an increase
in sex trafficking and exploitation of those who must rely on trading sex for basic
necessities such as shelter, food, and clothing. 

As the global community navigates this challenging time together, it is crucial to maintain
awareness of how this crisis will affect the most vulnerable in the immediate circumstances
and long term. 

Stay safe! Take care of one another!

"Hidden in Plain Sight" 2020 Workshop Series 

At ECPAT Child Alert we understand the importance of educating on issues relating to the
commercial sexual exploitation of children. We are excited to announce that our 2020
online workshop series has officially kicked off!

ECPAT Child Alert provides training to frontline workers and the general public on issues
relating to the commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) such as online sexual
abuse imagery, survival sex, and domestic sex trafficking.

As the global community now begins to navigate new ways of working and communicating
in response to the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, ECPAT Child Alert has been working
to develop a series of new online training modules that will provide a series of workshops
on topics relating to the commercial sexual exploitation of children.  This allows us to
provide nationwide education and training regardless of any lockdowns.

Building off of our previous "101" workshops, we will be providing a focused online
workshop series covering various topics including: an Introduction to CSEC, What is
Human Trafficking?, CSEC in the NZ Context, Exploitation in NZ in Comparison to Other
National Contexts, International Trafficking versus Domestic Trafficking, Survival Sex,
Online Sexual Abuse Imagery, Forced Marriage, CSEC and COVID-19, Looking at Risk
Factors, Traffickers and Recruitment, Sex Work versus Sexual Exploitation, the NZ Policy
Context and Sexual Exploitation, CSEC and the Criminal Justice System, Responding to
CSEC, and the Effects of CSEC. 

If there are topics that are of interest to you, your organisation, or network that you would
like to see as a part of this series, please contact us. Please also let us know if you are
able to help us spread the word about our workshops.

Additionally, we are working towards developing a series of talks for both children and
parents. Stay up to date on these upcoming online events by visiting our website and
facebook page. 

Our first workshop on April 16, 2020 will provide a "101" overview of the Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children.

For registration or more information visit ECPAT Child Alert, our Facebook page,
Eventbrite or contact our Engagement Facilitator Kristen Haines kristen@ecpat.org.nz. 

Safer Internet Day February 2020

On February 11, 2020, ECPAT Child Alert joined forces with @netsafeNZ and a global
network of organisations and schools to promote the safe and positive use of the internet
and to work "Together for a Safer Internet" #SID2020

At ECPAT Child Alert, a part of our efforts is to provide information, training, education, and
awareness on issues such as online sexual abuse material, cyberbullying, and revenge
porn to frontline workers and the greater public. Through our work we strive to collaborate
with other professionals and organisations to promote online safety and help to protect
children vulnerable to online exploitation and victimisation. 

Safer Internet Day provides the opportunity for us to come together to raise awareness and
we are proud supporters of the efforts to promote a safe digital environment!

 

Children's Day 2020 

ECPAT Child Alert was pleased to participate in Children's Day 2020 to collectively
celebrate our tamariki!

This year at ChIldren's Day in Helensville, our ECPAT Child Alert team was excited to
provide painting activities for all of the kids and information for whanau on the work of
ECPAT Child Alert and issues relating to the commercial sexual exploitation of children. 

A special thank you goes out to our volunteer Ashwini Maheandran!

We look forward to Children's Day 2021!

ECPAT International Reaches Over 100
Countries 

In 1990, ECPAT International was established by a group of individuals and
organisations concerned about the increase in sex tourism occurring in Thailand,
further establishing a campaign against this ongoing concern.

Over 30 years, the campaign evolved to the largest global civil society organisation
focusing solely on ending all forms of commercial sexual exploitation of children.
ECPAT has continued to grow and expand and is now present in over 100 countries
worldwide. 

Access the full report here 

In the News 

Multimillionaire former community board
chairman Martin Lawes released from prison 

Former community board chairman Martin Lawes has been released from prison after
serving 18 months for charges relating to the livestreaming of online child sexual abuse. 

Access the full article here

Photo: New Zealand Herald

Kiwi teacher arrested at Auckland Airport with
child sexual abuse images on his phone

A 40-year-old male teacher arrested at Auckland Airport after allegedly being found
in possession of child sexual abuse images and videos.

Access the full article here 
 

January 9, 2020
Apple reveals it scans photos uploaded to the cloud from iPhones to check for child
sexual abuse images 

January 10, 2020 
Microsoft launches tool to identify child sexual predators in online chat rooms 

January 15, 2020 
Pre-teen girls 'tricked into sex acts on webcams'

January 20, 2020
How human traffickers are recruiting victims in a digital age 

January 27, 2020 
Customs receive funding boost to combat child sex abuse images, videos coming
into NZ

February 11, 2020 
Taskforce Ruru: The fight against child exploitation 

February 27, 2020
Earl Gary Chatterton jailed for possession, distribution of child abuse imagery

March 3, 2020 
No country is free from child sexual abuse, exploitation, UN's top rights forum hears 

March 4, 2020
Lawsuits Accuse Big Hotel Chains of Allowing Sex Trafficking 

March 9, 2020
DoJ and DHS Announce Initiative to Combat Online Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation 

March 12, 2020 
The Hotel Industry Needs to do More to Stop Human Trafficking 

March 12, 2020
Tech giants and social media firms have 'failed' to prevent access to child porn 

Please support our work by
making a donation today
We rely on community-level funding and the generous donations of individuals to
keep this work going. Please support us in ending the sexual abuse of New Zealand
children by making a donation today.

DONATE NOW

Thank you all for your ongoing support and commitment to this work.
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