
ECPAT Child Alert May 2020 E-Bulletin View this email in your browser

Kia ora, malo e lelei, talofa lava, ni sa bula,

I hope this bulletin finds you and your family /whānau well. In NZ, we are gradually seeing
an easing of COVID restrictions, and a return to slightly more normal functioning. With the
schools returning yesterday, children are emerging from under their devices to resume face
to face relationships. We wonder about how many children have had increased risk of
exposure to exploitation during the lockdown. We know that many parents and caregivers
have been taking an advantage of ECPAT’s social media campaign around staying safe
online, and some have been attending our online workshops.  Awareness raising is an
essential building block of our mission. We have had opportunities to give short
presentations to raise awareness in social services, churches, community groups and
education. If you would like someone from ECPAT to come and speak to a group that you
are involved with, please let us know. 

Kia ora, be well, be safe

Lorna Murray
ECPAT Board Chair

Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic 

As the world slowly begins to reopen and adjust to a new normal, fears of an economic
crisis, widespread unemployment, and poverty are at the forefront of global discussions. 

Throughout lockdown periods occurring worldwide, concerns elevated relating to the safety
of children online as education, socializing, and entertainment through online platforms
became the norm, with children spending an increased amount of time in front of the
computer. With children spending more time online, vulnerability to victimisation also
increased. 

But how will this crisis further affect those who are vulnerable to victimisation as
lockdown restrictions ease? We anticipate an increase in sex trafficking and exploitation of
those who must rely on trading sex for basic necessities such as shelter, food, and clothing
or who rely on sex work to provide for themselves and/or their families. It is during crisis
periods that those who seek to exploit others find an increased opportunity to victimize
those who are most vulnerable. 

As the global community navigates this challenging time together, it is crucial to maintain
awareness of how this crisis will affect the most vulnerable in the immediate circumstances
and long term. 

Stay safe! Take care of one another!
 

"Hidden in Plain Sight" 2020 Workshop Series 

Despite Lockdown setbacks, ECPAT Child Alert has remained focused on providing
education about the commercial sexual exploitation of children. To allow this information to
be as accessible as possible, the team at ECPAT Child Alert has developed a series of
online workshops. This switch to an online platform has been successful in allowing
ECPAT to continue to maintain our commitments to the community, and to continue to
connect with frontline workers and the general public throughout the pandemic.

Our online workshops provide an adapted approach of our previous “101” workshops.
Each session provides an in depth overview of various issues, such as: an Introduction to
CSEC, What is Human Trafficking?, CSEC in the NZ Context, Exploitation in NZ in
Comparison to Other National Contexts, International Trafficking versus Domestic
Trafficking, Survival Sex, Online Sexual Abuse Imagery, Forced Marriage, CSEC and
COVID-19, Looking at Risk Factors, Traffickers and Recruitment, Sex Work versus Sexual
Exploitation, the NZ Policy Context and Sexual Exploitation, CSEC and the Criminal
Justice System, Responding to CSEC, and the Effects of CSEC. 

If you have not had the chance to attend a session yet, that’s ok! We have plenty more on
the way. If you missed a session on a certain topic of interest, please get in touch! As
always, the best way to provide awareness for New Zealand about the realities of the
commercial sexual exploitation of children, and other issues related to child trafficking, is to
spread the world. Please feel free to invite others you think may benefit from learning more
about these issues. The more participants, the merrier!

Our series began April 16, and has been going strong since then. We are so grateful for
the turnout each session brings. The variety of people involved in our workshops so far has
provided unique participation and insight. We want to continue engaging the community,
which is why ECPAT Child Alert is pleased to continue providing these online workshops,
no matter the current COVID-19 alert level!

Upcoming topics and dates

May 28 - CSEC and COVID-19
June 11 - Survival Sex
June 25 - Online Sexual Abuse Material 
July 9 - Sex Trafficking
July 23 - Effects, Responses, Challenges of CSEC

For registration or more information visit ECPAT Child Alert, our Facebook page,
Eventbrite or contact our Engagement Facilitator Kristen Haines kristen@ecpat.org.nz. 
 

Boopino Colouring Posters 

What have you gotten up to during the lockdown? Mum Emma and her kids got creative
and developed these amazing colouring posters - a venture that started on their playroom
walls with Mum as the creative director. They founded brand, Boopino, and designed a
large colouring-in poster to sell worldwide called Crazy in the COVID. All proceeds will be
going to childrens’ charities. ECPAT Child Alert is honoured to be the first recipient of these
donations! 

Boopino’s current goal is to help break the silence around the issues of child trafficking.
With the proceeds from these imaginative posters, ECPAT Child Alert will be able to
continue our mission to provide awareness here in New Zealand, and to develop vital
groundwork for appropriate domestic response to the issue of child trafficking. 

ECPAT Child Alert wants to say thanks to the Boopino creative team. We are looking
forward to seeing what Boopino creates in the future, as well as what other childrens’
charities will benefit from their generosity! Posters are shipping free worldwide. You can
order at Boopino or find out more about the adventures of Emma, George, and Elsie on
Facebook and on Instagram! 
 

ECPAT's 30th Anniversary 

Celebrate with us!

What began as an international movement in the 1980's addressing concerns relating to
sex tourism in Southeast Asia, New Zealander Ron O'Grady alongside other individuals
and organisations developed a three-year campaign to continue to bring attention to the
issues surrounding the sexual exploitation of children in tourism. After a campaign
extension in 1993 and growing international support, in 1997 ECPAT developed into the full
global NGO that we know today, the largest international NGO with he sole focus of ending
the commercial sexual exploitation of children, encompassing over 110 civil service
organisations in over 100 countries. 

However, although this is a time to celebrate, there is still work to be done. It is a time to
recognize the the work and advancements that ECPAT has made throughout these 30
years but not a time to become complacent. 

Thank you for your ongoing support!

Happy Anniversary ECPAT!
 

Thank you to our volunteers 

ECPAT Child Alert would like to say a huge thank you to our new volunteers Elodie Voillot
and Erin Burns-Waugh!

We appreciate your ongoing support throughout this difficult time! 

Please support our work by
making a donation today
We rely on community-level funding and the generous donations of individuals to keep this
work going. Please support us in ending the sexual abuse of New Zealand children by
making a donation today.

DONATE NOW

Thank you all for your ongoing support and commitment to this work.
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