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Kia ora, malo e lelei, talofa lava, ni sa bula,

The COVID-19 crisis has seen an increase in online activity, including by those who use
the web as a platform for child exploitation. Today, on World Day Against Trafficking in
Persons 2020, we acknowledge all of the people working to end this abuse and we renew
our determination to work collaboratively across all sectors, to meet the new challenges
posed by a global pandemic.  

Our work throughout the crisis has a strong focus on training frontline staff, a group who
are crucial in the effort to end sexual exploitation of children. During the lockdown period
we've reinvented our trainings as a series of online workshops and were able to train over
a hundred frontline workers in how to identify and respond to suspected cases of child
trafficking.

We have been forming partnerships throughout the lockdown with relevant groups and
government departments, so that we are well-placed to advocate for strong legislation
and policies in these ever-shifting circumstances. We are now working to bring together
frontline workers to form a network and map out referral pathways in New Zealand for
those affected by commercial sexual exploitation. If you work in this space, or would like
to support this effort, we want to hear from you.

Noho ora mai,

Eleanor Parkes
ECPAT ChildAlert Director

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons

 
This year's theme focuses on the first responders to human trafficking... the people who
work in different sectors - identifying, supporting, counseling, and seeking justice for
victims of trafficking, and challenging the impunity of the traffickers (United Nations Office
of Drugs and Crime, 2020). 

The role of frontline workers has become increasingly important as the world struggles with
combating the COVID-19 pandemic... a time that sees the most vulnerable in society
experience inflated levels of adversity, victimisation, and risk of exploitation. 

Learn more about this World Day.

ECPAT International Turns 30

Alison O'Grady, the wife of ECPAT founder Ron O'Grady, provides a special message as
we mark our 30th Anniversary... thirty years of working towards a world where children are
free from all forms of commercial sexual exploitation!

"My heartfelt thanks to all ECPAT workers and supporters who read this message" - Alison
O'Grady

Read the full message here.

Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic 

As the world continues the fight against the COVID-19 Pandemic, we want to maintain
focus on the effects on the most vulnerable in society. Children are spending increasing
amounts of time online, and can be vulnerable to online grooming, online sexual abuse,
exploitation and victimisation including cyberbullying and revenge porn.

As reopening processes continue worldwide and global society experiences the effects of a
widespread economic downfall, it is also important to acknowledge the impact economic
instability may have on vulnerable persons, including marginalised children. As
economic hardship hits families we must remain aware of the risk of exploitation including
sex trafficking, interactional sex, forced labour, online sexual abuse, and forced marriage.

For more information on online safety please contact us, visit netsafe.org.nz or call 0508
NETSAFE. 

Stay safe! Take care of one another!

Free Online Workshop Series 

Today, on World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, the ECPAT ChildAlert team delivers
the final training in our first online workshop series! But don't worry if you missed it! After
an amazing three months of attendance and participation, we will be rerunning our online
workshop series, beginning in mid-August.

At ECPAT ChildAlert we understand the importance of educating on the issues relating to
the commercial sexual exploitation of children. In response to COVID-19 our team
developed an extensive online workshop series to ensure we maintain our commitment of
education and outreach to the community during these unprecedented times. 

Building off of our previous "101" workshops, we have provided a focused online workshop
series covering various topics including:
An Introduction to CSEC, What is Human Trafficking? CSEC in the NZ Context,
International Trafficking versus Domestic Trafficking, Forced Labour, Sex Trafficking,
Survival Sex, Online Sexual Abuse Imagery, Forced Marriage, CSEC and COVID-19,
Looking at Risk Factors, Traffickers and Recruitment, Sex Work versus Sexual
Exploitation, Responding to CSEC, and the Effects of CSEC. 

If there are other topics of interest that you would like to see as a part of this series, please
contact us. Please also let us know if you are able to help us spread the word about our
workshops.

Thank you to everyone who has supported us through this process.

Our next workshop on August 13, 2020 will provide a "101" overview of the Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children.

For registration or more information visit ECPAT Child Alert, our Facebook page,
Eventbrite or contact our Engagement Facilitator Kristen Haines kristen@ecpat.org.nz

Black Lives Matter

Did you know? Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour are over-represented among
victims and survivors of sexual exploitation, with women and girls experiencing significantly
increased vulnerability to victimisation. 

As global protests about police brutality and racism continue globally, activists and
academics are saying the Black Lives Matter Movement should act as a wake- up call to
the anti-human trafficking movement over the approach of law enforcement, treatment of
Black victims and the lack of racial diversity. 

Globally, trafficking policy-makers and non-profit organisations focus heavily on securing
convictions, longer sentences, police training, and victim cooperation as leading solutions
to the problem. However, advocates fear this approach comes at the expense of
addressing underlying issues such as poverty, immigration policies, domestic violence, and
a biased criminal justice system (Source: Reuters, 2020).

Access more information here.

Thank You to Our Volunteers 

Another huge thank you to our volunteers Erin Burns-Waugh and Maggie Haines, plus a
big welcome to our new youth social media volunteer, Annie Keane!

Our work is not possible without the help of our supporters and community!

In the News 

Northland underage sex trafficking: Men admit using 15-
year-old as prostitute

Two New Zealand men in their 50s and 60s, arrested as part of a police investigation into
alleged underage sex trafficking, have admitted using a 15-year-old girl as a sex worker.

Access the full article here.

Man used 'secret calculator' mobile app to hide
hundreds of child sexual exploitation images

A 39-year-old Hamilton man, Carl Joseph Ward Rowlands, has been sentenced to two
years and four months in prison for possession of objectionable material, beastiality,
making an objectionable publication, and distributing an objectionable publication.

Access the full article here.

Epstein ex-girlfriend Ghislaine Maxwell arrested by FBI

British socialite Ghislaine Maxwell, former partner of disgraced US financier and sex
offender Jeffery Epstein, has been arrested and charged in New Hampshire, United States.

Access the full article here.
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Please support our work by
making a donation today
We rely on community-level funding and the generous donations of individuals to keep this
work going. Please support us in ending the sexual abuse and exploitation of New Zealand
children by making a donation today.

DONATE NOW

Thank you all for your ongoing support and commitment to this work.
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