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Child sex offender to be sent back to Australia for trial. 
 
 
A former Catholic brother will be extradited to Australia to face 252 sexual abuse charges, Judge 
Jane Farish ruled in the Christchurch Court today. 
The former St John of God brother, Bernard Kevin McGrath, who served two years in a New Zealand 
prison from 1993 for sexually abusing boys here, had 252 new abuse charges laid against him in a 
Newcastle court in 2012, alleging that he repeatedly raped, molested and abused dozens of young 
boys at church-run institutions in the Newcastle-Maitland diocese over several decades. However 
McGrath left New Zealand after the charges were made and stayed on a tea plantation in the 
highlands of Sri Lanka. 
 
McGrath, then aged 65 years, flew back to the Christchurch from Sri Lanka on 29 November 2012 
and was arrested on Friday 30 November to face proceedings to extradite him to Australia on the 
new charges. 
 
Among the charges are 30 counts of homosexual intercourse with a male between the age of 10 and 
18, 30 counts of homosexual intercourse between a teacher and a student aged between 10 and 18, 
and 102 charges of indecent assault. 
 
Alan Bell, of ECPAT Child ALERT says “It is in the interest of both the victims and the community at 
large to have this offender brought to justice. This man was in a trusted position and he betrayed 
that trust. In doing so he has caused lifelong suffering to his many victims. He should now face the 
music and be confronted with the reality of his vile actions. The long history and the scale of 
offending should result in a justifiably long sentence if found guilty. To date he has avoided the law 
and it is now time for him to be delivered from the shelter of New Zealand and have his time in the 
Australian court. The community deserves to be protected from predators such as this.” 
 
The judge told him he has 15 days to appeal the decision before the warrant to extradite will be 
actioned. In the meantime, he will be on bail under existing conditions, and will stay at a 
Christchurch address. Legal aid and representation will be available to him in Australia, Judge Farish 
said. 
 
 
ECPAT Child ALERT is a registered charitable trust working to prevent the sexual exploitation of 
children. 
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