Slavery wasn’t
abolished
in 1834
Over 1.2 million children
and young people are trafficked every year.
Children and young people are
abused, beaten, raped and repeatedly sold.
Each year several
million children world-wide
are forced into sexual slavery
to meet growing demands for child sex.

www.ecpat.org.nz

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
The commercial sexual exploitation of children consists of criminal practices that demean,
degrade and threaten the physical and psychosocial integrity of children. There are three
primary and interrelated forms of commercial sexual exploitation of children: prostitution,
pornography and trafficking for sexual purposes. Other forms of commercial sexual
exploitation of children include child sex tourism, child marriages and forced marriages.

“The commercial sexual exploitation of children is a fundamental
s rights. The key element
violation of human rights and children’
is that this violation children and their rights arises through a
commercial transaction of some sort. That is, there is an exchange
in which one or more parties gain a benefit – cash, goods or
in-kind – from the exploitation for sexual purposes someone
under the age of 18” from “Semantics or Substance?”
* NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

“Every child is entitled to full protection from all forms
of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse...
States are required to protect the child from sexual
exploitation and sexual abuse and promote physical and
psychological recovery and social integration of the child
victim.” from “Semantics or Substance?”
* NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the
Child from “Stockholm Agenda for Action”

Preventing Sexual Exploitation of Children
on the Internet and through New Technologies
Child pornography exploits children in many different ways. Children may be deceived, tricked

or coerced into engaging in sexual acts for the production of pornography. Abuse images may
also be made in the process of sexually exploiting a child without the child’
s knowledge.
These images are then stored, distributed, sold or traded with others. Those who‘consume’
pornographic images of children perpetuate the exploitation of children by creating a demand
for more images. The makers of child pornography often use their products to coerce, intimidate
or blackmail children used in the making of such material, while others, who gain access to those
images, may then use them to desensitize and groom other children for abuse.

Report crime using the Child ALERT Hotline
Computer users sometimes access Internet sites that contain child sex abuse images – either
by accident or design. Sometimes these can come as part of what appears to be an innocent
site or via a "pop up." It is illegal to view child pornography and law enforcement agencies are
very serious about monitoring this activity and prosecuting where they find evidence.
For your own safety and that of family members we encourage you to use the free, safe,
easy and effective way to deal with a situation where child pornography sites appear on
your computer. The Child ALERT Hotline will not only make the site disappear but will
also automatically send a report to ECPAT Child ALERT so the site can be inspected by
the Department of Internal Affairs. Any sites proven to contain child sex abuse images
can then be blocked.
Download the plug-in, please visit www.ecpat.org.nz/Make-a-Report

Combating Trafficking of
Children for Sexual Purposes
Trafficking refers to the cross-border or internal, recruitment, transportation, harbouring, transfer
or receipt of children for the purpose of sexual exploitation, forced labour, servitude, removal of
organs or any similar exploitative purpose. Poverty, gender inequalities, lack of education and
discrimination against ethnic minorities are key contributing factors to trafficking, whilst war or
armed conflict, domestic abuse, materialism and demand for children for sex, all contribute to
this complex problem.
Trafficking of children for sexual purposes involves their exploitation in prostitution, pornography,
sex tourism and forced marriage. It affects children of all ages but more often pre-adolescent and
teenage children. Children are trafficked through personal and local contacts and networks as well
as through highly organised international criminal networks. Some children are kidnapped or lured
by promises of education, a new skill or a‘good job’;others leave their countries and communities
willingly in the hopes of a better life. The UN Trafficking Protocol stipulates that the consent of a
victim of trafficking to the intended exploitation is irrelevant in the case of a child. It also states that
coercion is not required to consider a child as being trafficked.

CHILDREN
ARE NOT
FOR SALE

Preventing Child Sex Tourism
Child sex tourism is the commercial sexual exploitation
of children by people who travel from one place to
another to engage in sexual acts with minors. Often,
child sex tourists travel from a richer country to one
that is less developed, or they may be travellers
within their own countries or region. Some child
sex tourists (preferential abusers and paedophiles)
target children specifically, but most do not usually
have a sexual preference for children: they are
situational abusers, who unscrupulously take
advantage of a situation in which children are
made available to them.
Child sex tourists take advantage of their anonymity
as well as the socio-economic disparities in the
locations they visit. They may try to rationalise
their actions by claiming sex with a child is culturally
acceptable or that money or goods exchanged
benefit the child and community, or by setting their
own thresholds for defining who is a child (under
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, a child is anyone under the age of eighteen).

What can you do as a traveller?
Don’
t be persuaded to do anything you suspect is
illegal.
If you witness or suspect the sexual exploitation of
a child, report it to:
the local police (overseas or in New Zealand)
your tour operator
your hotel manager
Remember that it may be difficult to judge a person’
s
age, but ignorance is no defence.

Child

Combating child sex crimes in New Zealand
The deﬁnition of child in the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child is “every human being below
the age of 18 years”. It is a right of children through this
Convention to be protected from sexual exploitation
and sexual abuse.
As a party to the Convention, New Zealand takes the
protection of children very seriously. It is one of several
countries that have passed legislation enabling a New
Zealander engaging in this kind of criminal activity
overseas to be prosecuted in New Zealand.

New Zealand law
Under New Zealand law, protection that applies to
children living in New Zealand applies to children
living overseas as well.

The penalties in New Zealand for these offences
against children in any country are:
7 to 14 years maximum imprisonment for engaging in
sexual conduct and/or activities with a child under the
age of 16
7 years maximum imprisonment for offending relating
to commercial sexual services from a person under the
age of 18
7 years maximum imprisonment for organising or
promoting sexual offending.
For more information, tips for travellers and how to
make a report to ECPAT New Zealand - End Child
Prostitution, Child Pornography, Child Sex Tourism
and Trafﬁcking in Children for sexual purposes,
see www.ecpat.org.nz
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New Zealand is not
exempt from CSEC
One in Four New Zealand children are
sexually abused
The cost of child sexual abuse in New Zealand was
estimated to be $2.6 billion per year
Approximately two hundred child prostitutes will
continue to work alongside countless others in an
invisible sex industry
There are about 50,000 clicks on child porn websites
from New Zealand computers a day
They are not just statistics

...

True stories:
"I started working when I was 12. I got
bashed up on the streets; I got rolled
on the streets. I was bleeding to death
on the side of the street, in the corner,
in a singlet and mini skirt. I’
ve done it,
I’
ve been out there, I know what it’
s
like – it’
s hell! No one cares about you, no one thinks about going and getting help, no one
sees the danger. I’
d get rolled all the time – by clients and workers, they’
d smack me up,
take my stuff off me and I’
d have to walk home half naked. I feel scared walking outside now,
even walking to the bus I feel scared". – Christina

"We were on Turner Street, and there were
heaps of young girls out there. I mean,
there were girls even younger than me, like
11 years old, dressing up as an adult, like in
high heels and everything. This girl, she told
me; "That girls only eleven." and I was like
"Holly Shit" I was quite shocked ah. It was
scary coz, like I didnt know anyone. I went
with two guys that night and made like
$150" - Misty-Rose
"I wanna have a job. I don't wanna be on
drugs, I don't wanna be an angry person,
I don't wanna be a sad person. In 10 years,
I want my life to be completely different.
It's gonna be hard, but I'm gonna do what
ever it takes. I'm a survivor, I guess. I've
been through a hell of a lot, a lot of shit's
happened to me. So many times, I could
have lost my life, there were so many times
I wanted to lose my life. But I'm still here,
so obviously there's a reason, I've gotta
trust in that" - Amy-Lee

Every Child’
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