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A world where all
children are free
from commercial
sexual exploitation 

We lead and participate in national and
international activities that identify,
prevent and address commercial sexual
exploitation of children. This includes
addressing issues around domestic and
international trafficking of children for
sexual purposes, online sexual abuse
material and underage sex work.

 ECPAT Child Alert acts to uphold the
fundamental rights for children to be free
from all forms of commercial sexual
exploitation.  We lead and participate in
national and international activities that
identify, prevent and address commercial
sexual exploitation of children.

 The rights of children are
central 
 Respectful approach mindful
of the dignity of every
individual 
 Fair and equitable
relationships 
 Partnership and collaborative
approach

Our mahi
Our vision 

Our mission 
Our values 
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Addressing Child Exploitation is Urgent
The commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) refers
to forms of sexual exploitation of people under the age of 18
where there is a commercial aspect. This includes forced sex
work, survival sex, transactional sex and online exploitation.
Many of these are difficult to measure, however New
Zealand’s statistics around child abuse, family violence, youth
suicide and other measures of child wellbeing all lead us to
expect that our CSEC rates desperately need to be
addressed. 

The need for increased awareness on digital exploitation and
safety online is now well established. 45 million online photos
and videos of children being sexually abused were reported
last year. This includes live streaming, videos and photos
produced by coercive adults sexually abusing children, as
well as some self-created content that was shared beyond its
intended private purpose.

Child sexual exploitation is on the rise in New Zealand.



According to Netsafe and Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) , there is an increasing
volume of child sex abuse material being accessed by New Zealanders on a daily
basis. There are also an increasing number of reported cases of children and young
people being groomed to perform sex acts online.  
 
Media reports suggest that there are around four cases related to CSEC being
prosecuted every month in New Zealand, however this is likely only scratching the
surface of the issue. Most instances of CSEC in New Zealand are prosecuted under
the Prostitution Reform Act legislation or are considered child abuse or sexual abuse,
so the full strength of the law is not being upheld and in the majority of cases of child
sexual exploitation the perpetrator is not prosecuted at all.  
 
Myths and conspiracies online around trafficking and exploitation are rampant and
we work at all levels to address this and to show people what it looks like in New
Zealand. It is not glamorous, and it looks very much like family violence and
sometimes gang-based violence. 

This paints a grim picture but we are also finally starting to see some positive changes
at a policy level. The all-of-government Plan of Action - Combatting Modern Forms
of Slavery (2020) now includes children and recognises their vulnerability to sexual
exploitation.  This is also being addressed within Minister Davidson’s work on
preventing family  and sexual violence. 

ECPAT is very supportive of these moves and hopes that some tangible changes can
come from these policy efforts. CSEC needs to be addressed across multiple
Government departments and agencies. Auckland's issues around homelessness,
child abuse, synthetic drug use and online abuse are all interlinked with the
commercial sexual exploitation of children so we need to take a collective sector-
wide approach to the issue, working with a wide variety of groups across the
community.   

This year we saw the anti-trafficking legislation being applied to a case of sexual
exploitation and trafficking for the first time in New Zealand’s history (the Northland
trafficking case) but New Zealand was also downgraded to Tier Two in the Trafficking
in Persons Report, recognising that the Government needs to do a lot more to
address this growing issue. 

Director’s Report

Eleanor Parkes



It is urgent that we increase our prevention

and protection efforts for our tamariki. 

Statistically, the following groups are most vulnerable to being
sexually exploited in New Zealand:

Young people from low socioeconomic
backgrounds
Youth from rural communities moving alone to
Auckland
Young people with a history of family violence or
sexual abuse
Youth who are isolated from school and/or family
Youth affiliated with gangs
Pasifika youth
Māori youth 
Girls 



New Zealand Case Studies

I ran away when I was 16 after being
abused at home. I had no money, so I
hitchhiked to Hamilton, but I was
sexually abused by the person I rode
with. No one would listen to me.
Hamilton police said take it to
Auckland and the Auckland police told
me to go to Hamilton. Then from there
everything went downhill. I figured I'd
been taken advantage of three times
now... so it's not like I had my virginity
anymore. That's when I began selling
sex, because I needed the money. I'd
be shit-scared because I knew I'd be
totally at their mercy.

Amy-Lee

I had an older boyfriend when I was nine
years old. He looked after me better
than my family had. But he used a lot of
drugs and when he had no money for
heroin he organised for me to sell my
virginity. I didn't really know what was
happening because it wasn't me getting
the money. He got $600. It became
pretty normal after that. I dunno why I
stayed with him, I didn't really question
it. It was just the way it was for me when
I was a kid.

Kiri 

The following cases are true, but names
have been changed for the protection of
those affected. For more information,
please refer to the publications section 
 on our website. 
Speaking for Ourselves
Copyright and published by ECPAT NZ
2010
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advocated for children’s rights at a national and international
level
provided educational resources to almost 5000 people
conducted specialist trainings, online and in person, for
almost 437 frontline workers
made a number of submissions including to the Committee on
the Rights of the Child 87th Pre-session.  

This year we have: 

ECPAT NZ's portfolio of activities is resource dependent and
currently includes providing training to community agencies,
awareness raising activities, contributing to policy conversation,
submissions and research. Our capacity building workshops
support professionals and communities to design to implement
solutions to address CSEC. We have partnered with organisations
such as Child Matters and now provide specialist expertise for the
Child Protection Certificate. We are pleased to have now signed
an MOU with the DIA Digital Safety Team, formed working
relationship with Oranga Tamariki and the NZ Police and have
seen the revival of the Human Trafficking Research Coalition and
the Combating Child Sexual Content Group NZ.  

Our year at a glance



Our workshop series
ECPAT Child Alert has been training frontline workers such as teachers,
police, health workers and social workers to recognise and respond to
the sexual exploitation of children.

We have trained 379 people this year through our specialist-run
workshops!           
             
We have provided tailored trainings for 58 frontline staff who now can
recognise and respond to commercial sexual exploitation. 

 

Key Findings from our external evaluator:

ECPAT’s CSEC workshops are highly relevant
and useful to a range of participants including
members of the public, social workers, teachers,
health care workers, and police staff.

The workshops meet their learning outcomes and
fulfil their strategic objective.

Participants generally leave the workshops
feeling informed and understanding the broad
context of CSEC in New Zealand, including risk
factors, typical models of operation, and system
changes which could be made.



Engagement

     Schools in New Zealand cities are increasingly
   dealing with situations of self-created content being shared 
  without consent (“revenge porn”) and for commercial gain.

This year we saw Instagram used as a platform to sell sexual images
of Auckland and Wellington-based children by other children
 at their school.

 We’ve also seen students being groomed into providing sexualised 
 content through first providing seemingly innocent content 
  such as pictures of their feet which feed 
   sexual fetishes and make it more likely that
    young people will provide increasingly 
       more explicit content.

Youth 

We are increasing our direct engagement with children,
young people and parents.
We want young people to know how to be safe from
exploitation, online and offline.
We want parents to know how to approach difficult
conversations with their children.



If a 14 year old is being encouraged to provide sexual favours
to an older schoolmate in exchange for cigarettes or even just
phone credit, what should you do? Can you help them get out
of the situation or will it just be seen as snitching on a friend?
Will they get in trouble for what they’ve been doing?
Is it ok to get money for your selfies on Instagram if you’re
over 16? What if the content isn’t explicitly sexual in nature
but someone still wants to pay for it?
What if you’re looking at porn of a fifteen year old but you’re
only fifteen yourself, is that still illegal? 

'Whakamana atu, whakamana mai' refers to empowering
outwards and empowering inwards. This is the approach we aim
to take as we help young people realise their own resilience and
encourage them to support their friends, family and community.

We are sometimes contacted by young people and parents
seeking advice around what to do in situations where they fear
their friend or child is being sexually exploited, or is using sexual
activity in an unsafe way. 

The ECPAT Child Alert team know the types of questions young
people have and the realities they can be dealing with, so we are
well placed to provide resources that can help. Having access to
this information can help young people make informed choices
and know where to seek help if they need it.



The Community of Practice is for social workers and
community workers interested in contributing to the
provision of best practice services and helping to protect
tā tātou tamariki katoa from sexual exploitation. Members
are social workers and community workers who work with
children and young people affected by CSEC, those who
wish to increase their practice knowledge, or those who
have a particular interest in combating CSEC.  

Coming soon!

Community of Practice - 
Te Whāriki Whakaaro o ngā Kaimahi Taioho 

 



At a glance…

2021 Finances 



Organisations such as Netsafe and law enforcement have seen an
increase of child sexual abuse content online in New Zealand; 
Increases in poverty equate to increased risk of exploitation as
perpetrators always exploit vulnerabilities;
Lockdowns limit the opportunities for frontline workers to pickup on
signs of exploitation as people are discouraged from attending services
such as non-urgent healthcare services;
Support networks are not available to children during lockdowns,
including school, church, extended family.
Children forced to stay at home and are spending increased amounts of
time online for education, socialising, and entertainment ;
Entertainment venues where child trafficking is more likely to occur have
been suspended due to COVID-19, globally more exploitation is now
being experienced via online platforms. Platforms like Only Fans now
how massive numbers of content producers and subscribers, initially by
sex workers who had limited means of income during lockdown periods;
Internationally the accessing, downloading, producing, and sharing of
child sexual abuse material is occurring over the dark web and peer-to-
peer platforms .
Conversations between offenders in forums about opportunities to
exploit children are appearing in Europe. There is even a publication on
how to access video content of children being sexually abused.

COVID-19 has worsened online risk of sexual exploitation:

An Ongoing Emergency

 for Child Exploitation

Perpetrators exploit vulnerability. This pandemic has increased
vulnerability throughout the world and sexual exploitation is
worsening as a responce.

Impact of COVID-19



From the ECPAT International website 

Contributing to the International ECPAT Network
122 member organisations in 104 countries 

All working towards the goal of ending sexual
exploitation



Thank you for

your support!

And our individual donors!


