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Call for input for the Special Rapporteur’s thematic report on a practical approach to addressing 

the sale and sexual exploitation of children 

10 November 2021 

Introduction 

This submission by ECPAT International (EI)1 is in response to the call for input issued by the Office of 

the Special Rapporteur on the Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children to inform the thematic report 

on a practical approach to addressing the sale and sexual exploitation of children. 

This submission incorporates contributions made by 18 members of the global ECPAT Network for the 

purpose of this call.2 

 

Prevention  

Children need to be better aware of sexual exploitation as well as be taught about their rights and 

how to claim them. Also, as peers, children can play a vital role in helping others finding support and 

a way out harmful situations, but influence situations also as bystanders, where they can strongly 

contribute to prevention in peer group settings. Recent research shows how important the role of 

peers and other private members of the community is as first and most trusted points of contact in 

sexual exploitation incidents. For instance, according to the 2021 Disrupting Harm Kenya Report, 

among the children surveyed, those who had been subjected to online child sexual exploitation and 

abuse and did tell someone, confided mainly in their friends.  

 

ECPAT highlights practical approaches of prevention through work of its members in Mali, Sri Lanka, 

Namibia, India, Jordan, Malawi, Uruguay and Armenia. 

 

In Mali, thanks to the work of ACESEM, the ECPAT member in the country, 616 adolescents (329 girls 

and 287 boys) from the communes of Nouga and Kaniogo learned about child rights, self-protection 

from sexual violence and reporting, during four interactive sessions over two months in the summer 

of 2021. This intervention was complemented by the “Caravans of Awareness”, an initiative of peer 

educators (supervised by professional social workers) that reached over 650 children and adults from 

the Nouga and Koflatié communes to provide them with information on how to stop sexual 

exploitation of children, mainly in areas influenced by gold mining, such as Kaniogo. ACESEM further 

worked with communal child protection committees in areas near gold mining sites, to select the 

themes and develop public awareness action plans. They raised awareness on causes and 

                                                           
1 ECPAT International is a global network of civil society organisations, working to eradicate all forms of sexual 
exploitation of children. Over the past 30 years, ECPAT has become the forefront international NGO network 
dedicated to end this severe form of violence against children, advocating for State accountability and more 
robust measures across sectors to enhance the protection of victims. ECPAT currently has 122 member 
organizations operating in 104 countries around the world. 
2  Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), Association Contre l’Exploitation Sexuelle des Enfants au Mali (ACESEM), Child in 
Need Institute (CINI), ECPAT Sweden, End CSEC Network Malaysia, Eye of the Child, FAPMI/ECPAT Spain, Hope 
and Help, Jordan River Foundation,  KIWOHEDE, Kinderschutz Schweiz-ECPAT Switzerland, NGO Stellit, Gurises 
Unidos, LifeLine/ChildLine, PEaCE/ECPAT Sri Lanka, Samoa Victim Support, Sana Sezim, SAWA. 

 

https://www.ecpat.org/
https://www.ecpat.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/DH%20Kenya%20Report.pdf
http://www.askbd.org/ask/
https://www.cini-india.org/
https://www.cini-india.org/
https://www.ecpat.se/
https://eyeofthechild.org/
http://www.ecpat-spain.org/
http://hopehelp.am/
http://hopehelp.am/
https://www.jordanriver.jo/en
http://kiwohede.org/
https://www.kinderschutz.ch/
http://ngostellit.ru/
http://www.gurisesunidos.org.uy/
http://www.gurisesunidos.org.uy/
http://www.lifelinechildline.org.na/
https://www.ecpat.lk/
http://www.samoavictimsupport.org/
http://www.sanasezim.org/
http://www.sawa.ps/
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consequences of child trafficking for sexual purposes and on reporting. Over 8,000 people were 

sensitised through community radio stations, forum theaters, village forums and awareness caravans. 

In order to promote open and informed dialogues about online child sexual exploitation and abuse, 

PEaCE/ECPAT Sri Lanka implemented countrywide interventions, despite COVID-19 lockdowns. These 

included inter-school debates on the topic, the involvement of parents through trainings on parental 

control tools and norms of practice to protect children against online child sexual exploitation, and 

speech and art competitions for schoolchildren.  

 

In Namibia, a good practical approach is that of the “Uitani ChildLine Radio”. This child-led radio 

programme creates awareness by educating, advocating, and entertaining young Namibians by young 

Namibians. This initiative is both a tool for community-based awareness raising, and a vehicle to 

empower children participation and peer to peer learning. Under the slogan “we talk about what you 

talk about”, Uitani ChildLine Radio allows to address in a child-friendly tone on topics such as sexual 

and reproductive health, and sexual and exploitation. 

 

In India, one of CINI’s leading commitments by the Murshidabad Unit has been since 2012 the creation 

of Community-Based Safety Net Mechanisms through the platform of the Village-Level Child 

Protection Committees. Some of the innovations experimented have included the testing out of 

a Gram Panchayat- Level Child Protection Committee, a mechanism that would form an intermediate 

level of referral and coordination between the existing Village and Block-Level Child Protection 

Committees. Within the framework of an aspirational, not yet existent, government child protection 

structure, one more pilot has been the introduction of a Child Protection Referral Card to allow 

children to be assisted in case of challenges faced in the protection sphere. One more preventive tool 

introduced in this context has been installing drop boxes in community buildings and schools through 

which children can make suggestions and complaints anonymously. 

 

In Jordan, the Jordan River Foundation’s Child Safety Programme has partnered with UNICEF during 

the COVID-19 Pandemic to implement the ‘All Right?’ (#صح مش ) campaign, reaching 200,000 views, 

4.75 million social media users and disseminated 800,000 SMS messages to help children, adolescents, 

and families to address situations that could expose them to online abuse, through films, child books 

and Train the Trainer activities. This was complemented with capacity building workshops to 5,000 

beneficiaries in Amman, Aqaba, Ma’an, Mafraq and Karak to raise awareness on gender-based 

violence threats, concerns, and child protection concerns and challenges, including online sexual 

exploitation.  

 

In Malawi, women from faith-based groups and local communities volunteered to form a group with 

the support and training of the ECPAT member, Eye of the Child, who delivered community-based 

workshops on child protection. This group was key to the success of a government operation leading 

to the rescue of 34 children exploited in nightclubs and lodges. This emblematic case has contributed 

to raise awareness among policymakers in the country on the need of measures to address sexual 

exploitation of children. 
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In Armenia, local non-governmental, including the ECPAT member, Hope and Help, implement round 

tables and seminars for community leaders on all forms of child trafficking and child sexual 

exploitation. 

 

The ECPAT member Gurises Unidos in Uruguay partnered with the civil construction sector to raise 

awareness on the importance of the sector in the detection and prevention of sexual exploitation 

children in the workplace. Construction workers learned how to identify indicators, situations of 

exploitation and how to contribute to the prevention and discouragement of this crime.  

 

As part of awareness raising within communities of tourism destination countries, ECPAT International 

and The Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism 

('The Code') developed a Risk Analysis Template in 2021 to support the travel, tourism and Internet 

and communication technologies industries in their human rights due diligence. It calls upon the 

industry to prioritise child protection now, and during the recovery phase following the COVID-19 

pandemic, which exacerbates challenges to the protection of all children’s rights. This tool focuses 

specifically on the trafficking and sexual exploitation of children in relation to travel and tourism, as 

part of the salient risks that may affect their operations and supply chains. This tool was designed to 

help business identify, assess likelihood of and understand potential risks in relation to child sexual 

exploitation and trafficking. 

 

ECPAT stresses the importance of enhancing the capacities of frontline professionals to better 

understand the crime of sexual exploitation of children, its rationale and what professionals can do to 

truly put the best interest of child victims at the centre of their interventions. Using the expanded 

willingness of authorities to attend online trainings, ECPAT International developed the concept and 

delivered 20 hours of specialised interactive online training in victim-centred approach to 172 

frontline professionals in 16 countries. This initiative reached professionals from Bolivia, Dominican 

Republic, Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Thailand, Indonesia, Cambodia, Nepal, India, 

Bangladesh, Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Philippines.  

 

In early 2019, ECPAT International conducted a survey that targeted Pacific region welfare workers 

directly managing cases with children. The results offer a snapshot of the sexual exploitation of 

children in the Pacific, and key issues affecting children. The invaluable role of current efforts to equip 

parents and families with the knowledge and tools to foster protective environments for girls and boy, 

was one of the most prominent themes in the survey responses.  Additionally, cultural taboos around 

discussing sex and the stigma that victims encounter were consistently listed as primary factors that 

make it difficult for children to seek help and access services. Organisations like Samoa Victim Support 

Group noted how gaps in funding have restricted non-governmental organisations’ ability to conduct 

critical community outreach activities, particularly in rural areas and remote islands. Amongst the 

most alarming results of the survey mentions should be made to: (1) Both boys and girls are victims 

of sexual exploitation; (2) Offenders are often family members and those within the child’s circle of 

trust; and (3) Children experience multiple levels of vulnerability to sexual exploitation (due mainly to 

‘living and/or working on the street’ and ‘poverty’.  

https://thecode.org/
https://thecode.org/
http://thecode.org/assess-your-child-protection-risk/
https://ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Perceptions-of-Frontline-Welfare-Workers-on-the-Sexual-Exploitation-of-Children-in-the-Pacific-ECPAT-research-June-2019.pdf
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ECPAT furthermore highlights the good approaches of its members in Russia, India and Sri Lanka 

regarding the provision of specialised training to frontline workers. 

 

In Russia, the NGO Stellit provided specialised training to 700 frontline professionals from the child 

protection and education sectors in 10 regions of Russian Federation on prevention, awareness 

raising, and providing assistance, in cooperation with local authorities and public institutions.  

In India, 1,412 Anganwadi workers working in the frontlines of child protection were reached by 16 

trainings across the districts of Coochbehar, Alipurduar, Uttar Dinajpur, South 24 Parganas and 

Murshidabad by CINI in coordination with the Government authorities. The sessions trained frontline 

professionals from the health and nutrition sectors, to address the exacerbated cases of child, early 

and forced marriage and trafficking of children during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

PEaCE/ECPAT Sri Lanka provided in-depth training for child protection officers including law 

enforcement agencies on identifying and preventing child abuse, cybercrime, child marriage and the 

related laws through the ‘Child Protection System’ (Tool) programme conducted by the UK Police 

Academy for police officers in the Criminal Investigation Unit.  

 

Protection  

Since the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 21 years ago, the crime of sexual exploitation 

of children has evolved significantly, mainly parallel to vast developments in communications and 

information technologies. This calls for frontline professionals in law enforcement, judiciary, child 

protection and civil society to be capable of understanding this evolution and to speed up and adapt 

their procedures to more adequately address these crimes, placing the child victim at the centre of 

the process.  

 

In 2021, ECPAT International created in partnership with ICMEC an online EdX course available for 

frontline professionals to provide specialised training on sexual exploitation of children and the 

effective incorporation of a victim-centred approach. This self-paced course is called “Agents of 

Change” and has three consecutive levels and is available free of charge in English, Spanish, French or 

Russian. 

 

In regard to developing and strengthening legal and policy frameworks, ECPAT International 

developed a legal checklist for governments providing guidance for legal interventions and measures 

they should adopt in order to improve their national legal frameworks to effectively address the crime 

of sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism, including its online elements. Following the 

development of this legal checklist, ECPAT International conducted country analyses for countries in 

Southeast Asia, Africa, Asia and the Americas. The country analyses serve as a baseline to indicate and 

track the implementation status of the legal interventions within and across the four regions. It 

provides governments with clear directions for improving their actions with respect to child protection 

against sexual exploitation in the context of travel and tourism, including its online elements. An 

explanatory note and an assessment matrix can be consulted for further reference. 

https://training.icmec.org/courses/course-v1:icmec+ICMEC-ECPAT01+2021/course/
https://training.icmec.org/courses/course-v1:icmec+ICMEC-ECPAT01+2021S/course/
https://training.icmec.org/courses/course-v1:icmec+ICMEC-ECPAT01+2021F/course/
https://training.icmec.org/courses/course-v1:icmec+ICMEC-ECPAT01+2021RU/course/
https://ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SECTT-Checklist_ENG-1.pdf
https://ecpat.org/countries/
https://ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SECTT-Checklist_ENG_Explanatory-note.pdf
https://ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Assesment-Matrix_2021SEP_ENG_v2.pdf
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ECPAT also highlights the practical approaches developed and implemented in Switzerland, Spain, Sri 

Lanka, India and Bangladesh to strengthen and equipping legal and justice system to ensure a child 

friendly system. 

 

In Switzerland, Stiftung Kinderschutz Schweiz has created an online manual on trafficking of children 

to support for professionals and help them protect children. The manual presents the situations in 

which children are at particular risk of being abused and offers an overview of risk factors and 

distinctive signs of victims of child trafficking. It also points out situations in which victims of child 

trafficking have opportunities to get out of it - provided that professionals are vigilant and, in the event 

of suspicion, continue their investigations.  

 

In terms of specialised training, FAPMI/ECPAT Spain conducts two programmes: the state training 

program on violence against children, and the sexual exploitation of children training programme. 

Both programmes are aimed at the specialised training of professionals working with children from 

different fields, including health, judicial, law enforcement, social services, education, etc. Within the 

latter programme, FAPMI also organises an annual seminar on the sexual exploitation of children, also 

aimed at professionals. 

 

PEaCE/ECPAT Sri Lanka organised consultation programmes for lawyers in association with the Sri 

Lanka Bar Association to increase awareness on online child sexual exploitation and abuse and filing 

of cases under the existing legal system. This was complemented with training to law enforcement on 

child rights, as well as special investigation procedures and case-structuring for court. This training 

was later extended to the Village Child Development Committees and police officers of the Bureau for 

the Prevention of Abuse of Children and Women, covering all manifestations of online abuse and 

exploitation of children.  

 

In India, conveyed by CINI, the Anti Trafficking Network of North Bengal has helped advocated for the 

prevention of cross border trafficking cases and unsafe migration by conducting Regional Consultation 

on Cross Border Trafficking with social workers, case workers, prosecutors, Central Armed Police 

Forces and relevant stakeholders with the Juvenile Justice system. Also, it has conducted Consultation 

on the Repatriation of Children from Nepal and collaboratively developing the Standard Operating 

Procedure for the Repatriation of Children from this neighbouring country. 

 

In Bangladesh, Ain o Salish Kendra has been collaborating with the government and private to review 

and analyse existing relevant laws and policies to develop a Code of Conduct for Internet service 

providers and to incorporate special provisions for ensuring the protection of children from sexual 

abuse and exploitation online.   

 

Care, recovery, and rehabilitation of child victims of sexual exploitation  

Child victims of sexual exploitation have a long road ahead after their case has been detected. ECPAT 

highlights the best practical approaches developed and implemented by its network members in 

Sweden, Namibia, Palestine, Kazakhstan, Russia and Malaysia, where child victims have been provided 

https://fapmi.es/programa-estatal-de-formacion-prevencion-intervencion-maltrato-infantil/
https://fapmi.es/programa-estatal-de-formacion-prevencion-intervencion-maltrato-infantil/
https://www.ecpat-spain.org/formacion.asp
https://www.ecpat-spain.org/formacion.asp?sec=15
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with psychological support, as well as with shelter and other specialised services such as legal and 

medical counselling. 

 

In Sweden, since January 2020, over 2,000 children have contacted ECPAT Sweden´s 

initiative DittECPAT (‘Your ECPAT’), a service that welcomes all children, including potential victims or 

perpetrators of sexual violence. DittECPAT helps to prevent children falling victim to sexual 

violence, or to perpetrate it. It also offers information and support when an abuse has taken place 

and facilitates contact with relevant authorities to assist in restitution. This service also liaises with the 

ECPAT Sweden’s Hotline and Project Arachnid, offering notice and takedown support whereby 

children can submit child sexual abuse material of themselves, which has been illegally shared online. 

ECPAT Sweden´s hotline analysts use state of the art technology to remove the material where 

possible, thereby preventing further psychological suffering stemming from the knowledge that nudes 

or sexual abuse material is circulating online. Material containing suspected crime is forwarded to the 

police for investigation.   

 

In Namibia, LifeLine/ChildLine operates a counselling centre that reaches children and families 

through two helplines, short mail messaging and face-to-face assistance, and has managed to assist 

children as young as 6 years old. 

 

In Palestine, Sawa Organization runs a child-friendly national helpline operating 24/7, which offers 

psychosocial support, and medical and legal counselling. The cases also help Sawa in defining the 

trends of sexual exploitation to adjust and put in place all field activities and awareness-raising 

sessions in schools and community centres.  

 

In Kazakhstan, Sana Sezim provides housing, as well as legal, psychological and medical assistance to 

victims, focusing mainly in addressing the needs of migrants particularly vulnerable to trafficking. The 

service extends to providing legal representation and support in re-issuing of documents when 

returning home is the best option for victims. As a way of engaging beneficiaries, Sana Sezim 

facilitated PCR tests and bio-safety items to potential victims of trafficking, persuading them to receive 

temporary shelter.  The work of Sana Sezim reached 120 children and adults in 2019, and 141 in 2021. 

people. From January to October 2021, 160 people were rescued from trafficking situations. There 

were also children among the victims. 

 

In Malaysia, a best practice is the project “Case Management for Refugee Children at higher 

vulnerability of Abuse and Exploitation” has advanced in preventing and managing child marriage 

among Rohingya and Burmese Muslim communities by providing training to case managers on early 

detection, management, support, and rehabilitation of separated and unaccompanied children. 

 

In Russia, the NGO Stellit provided psychological assistance to 1,500 child survivors of sexual 

exploitation and children from at-risk groups, while 300 children and youth improved their knowledge 

and skills on how to become active agents in prevention of children and young people’ involvement 

https://dittecpat.se/
https://www.ecpathotline.se/eng/vad-ar-ecpat-hotline
https://projectarachnid.ca/en/
https://sawa.ps/
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in the sexual exploitation of children, and 2,000 people were targeted by activities aimed at raising 

public awareness on the sexual exploitation of children.  

 


